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Joseph Smith-
History 1:1–26

“I Saw a Pillar 
of Light”

Sunday Lesson: Joseph Smith is the Prophet of the Restoration

January
4-10

Devotional 2: JSH 1:15–20Devotional 1: JSH 1:1–14 Devotional 3: JSH 1:21–26

Additional Ideas:
This link will take you to 
the January 2021, For the 
Strength of Youth 
Magazine.

Media Library:
This link will take 
you to the Gospel 
Media Library, 
“Church History.”

“Joseph Smith: The 
Prophet of the 
Restoration”

“Restoration of 
Christ's Church | 
Now You Know”

Begin your lesson by talking about some events 
from the timeline of Joseph Smith’s life. Give each 
family member a timeline worksheet.  If you have 
older children or teens they can work 
independently. If you have little ones you can help 
them complete theirs or just complete one togeth-
er as a family.  Cut out the squares and match 
them with the corresponding event on the 
timeline.  This worksheet covers the first 6 major 
events in Joseph’s life.  If you would like a more in 
depth study you can find additional information in 
the June 2003, Friend Magazine. 
•Why is Joseph Smith known as the “Prophet of the 
Restoration? Show your family the video “Resto-
ration of Christ's Church | Now You Know.”  This 
activity can be used along with the section in the 
lesson manual titled “Joseph Smith is the Prophet 
of the Restoration.”

 Joseph Smith Jr. 
is born in a 

small cabin in 
Sharon, 

Vermont, to 
Lucy Mack and 
Joseph Smith Sr.

23 December 1805 
 God the Father 

and His Son, Jesus 
Christ, appear in 
a grove of trees 

near Joseph’s 
home in Palmyra, 

New York.

Spring 1820

 Joseph marries 
Emma Hale in 

South Bainbridge, 
New York.

18 January 1827
 Joseph receives 
the golden plates 
from the angel 

Moroni at the Hill 
Cumorah, near 

Palmyra.

22 September 1827
 The first edition 
of the Book of 

Mormon, 
published by E. B. 

Grandin in 
Palmyra, New 

York, is 

26 March 1830

Joseph Smith is the Prophet of the Restoration

15 May 1829

John the Baptist 
ordains Joseph and 

Oliver Cowdery to the 
Aaronic Priesthood

What evidences do you find that the Lord prepared Joseph Smith for his prophetic mission?Write or draw your answers in the circles

As your family reads Joseph 
Smith History 1:1-26 look for 
evidence that the Lord 
prepared Joseph Smith for his 
prophetic mission. Write or 
draw the evidences you find in 
the circles.  This activity can be 
done together by taking turns 
writing or drawing the answer.  
If you have older children or 
teens they may work 
independently and then 
discuss as a family once every-
one has completed theirs.  

Object Lesson:
Use this fun object lesson to 
help your family understand 
why the church needed to be 
restored. Detailed Direction are 
included in the lesson PDF. If 
you have older children this 
would be a fun activity to have 
them teach. 

Jesus
Christ’s 
Church

Baptism

temples

Living 
Prophets

The
Priesthood

The
Gospel
was

restored
through
Joseph
Smith

If your family has never watched 
“Joseph Smith: The Prophet of the 
Restoration”  it is worth the hour of 
your time. This film is 1:02 minutes 
long.  If you feel like this is too long 
for your children to sit through at 
one time it can easily be broken up 
during the week. 

This is 
My 

Beloved 
Son. 

“Ask of God,
Joseph Smith’s First 

Vision”

Begin your devotional by watching “Ask of 
God, Joseph Smith’s First Vision.” After you 
watch the video put together your First Vision 
poster.  Cut out the pieces and glue them to 
the Sacred Grove background.
Little Ones:
After you help your little ones make their First 
Vision poster invite them to use it to tell the 
story of the First Vision. 
Older  Children and Teens:
Ask them to close their eyes and listen as you 
read Joseph Smith—History 1:14–17.
•Invite them to share their thoughts and 
feelings about Joseph’s experience.
You could use the coloring page with this 
devotional instead of  the First Vision poster or 
save it to color while your family watches 
“Joseph Smith: The Prophet of the Resto-
ration.” 

This is My 
Beloved Son. 

Hear Him!
JSH 1:17

“Stay True through Tough 
Times”

Ask your family members to share an exam-
ple of a man or woman from the scriptures 
who faced challenges with faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
•As your family reads Joseph’s account in JSH 
1:21-26 what inspires you to remain faithful?
Joseph did four things when life got tough. 
Together as a family read “Stay True through 
Tough Times.” As you read share and discuss 
how each of these four things can help you in 
your life.  Give each family member a scrip-
ture insert to place in their scriptures near JSH 
1:21-26. Hang the poster in your home to 
remind your family this week that “Joseph 
kept trying, and you can too.”
Older Children and Teens:
Have each of your children read the article 
independently.  Once they are finished ask 
them to write on the back of their scripture 
insert a time when they had courage to stay 
faithful. Invite them to share their experience 
if they would like.

→ When Joseph 
sought answers, 
he studied the 
scriptures
→ When Joseph 
struggled, he 
kept praying
→ Joseph was 
humble, accepted 
correction, and 
kept repenting
→ Joseph turned 
to his parents

Joseph kept 
trying, and you 

can too
“Stay True through Tough Times” September 2017, New Era Magazine
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“Increase Personal 
Revelation by 

Repentance and 
Prayer, Said 

President Nelson”

How can I Increase Personal Revelation?

Object Lesson

Megaphone

Text Message

Zoom Call Email

Write a Letter

Hi!

Phone Call

Paper Airplane

Attention Grabber:
Cut out the mountain, icons and children. 
Place the mountain in the middle of the table. 
Spread the icons out on the table where your 
children can pick from them. Ask a family 
member to place one or two children on one 
side of the mountain and one or two on the 
other side. What are some ways they can 
communicate or ask each other questions 
without going to the other side of the moun-
tain? Take turns picking from the icons of 
di�erent ways they could communicate. 
•What are some of the ways Heavenly Father 
communicates with us?
Read Joseph Smith—History 1:13
•What did Joseph do when he had questions? 
Help your family understand that when 
Joseph had a question he searched, 
pondered and prayed. Sing “Search, Ponder 
and Pray” Children’s songbook, 109.
  
Older Children and Teens: 
Show your children the video “Increase 
Personal Revelation by Repentance and 
Prayer, Said President Nelson.” Give them 
each a journal card. Encourage them to 
answer the question as they watch. Invite 
them to share their answers.

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media/collection/church-history?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ftsoy/2021/01?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/inspiration/latter-day-saints-channel/watch/series/now-you-know/the-restoration-now-you-know?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media/video/2011-03-01-joseph-smith-the-prophet-of-the-restoration?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media/video/2020-05-0200-increase-personal-revelation-by-repentance-and-prayer-said-president-nelson?lang=eng
https://history.churchofjesuschrist.org/story/first-vision?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/new-era/2017/09/stay-true-through-tough-times?lang=eng

